
 

 

A combined collaboration by the following 

organizations have arranged for these 

workshops. 

TWO DAY WORKSHOP FOR 

THOSE WITH AN INTEREST IN 

THE ANIMAL WELFARE FIELD  

ANIMAL SHELTER STAFF 

ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER 

RESCUE GROUPS 

SUE STERNBERG  

DOG WORKSHOPS 

NOVEMBER 5 & 6, 2010 

8:30 AM— 5:00 PM 

 

DURANGO COMMUNITY  

RECREATION CENTER 

 

Foundation for Protection of Animals 

Registration Information: All reservations 

must be paid in full to ensure a spot at the workshop!   

Class Limited to 35 people  

Registration can be done: 

By Phone:  970-264-5549  

Online: www.humanesociety.biz 

Registration Deadline: Wednesday, Nov. 3, 2010 

Cancellation Policy: 75% refund will be issued 

for any cancellations up to  October 31st.   

Location & Directions: 

Durango Community Recreation Center 

2700 Main Ave. 

Durango, CO 81301 

970-735-7325 

Hwy. 160 go north on US-550/Camino Del Rio  

go 1.9 miles to 2700 Main Ave.  
Workshop  Rules: 

All cell phones/pager must be off 

during lectures   

No talking on cell phones in classroom 

Please take it outside 

People only please! There will be demo 

dogs! 

No videotaping or audio taping al-

lowed. 

Due to limited space no children 

 

Questions? 

Humane Society of Pagosa Springs 

(970) 264-5549 

hsadmin@centurytel.net 

 

 



Saturday  November 6th 

An In-Depth Look at Shelter Surrenders 

This program covers the importance of the surrender inter-

view.  Spending a few extra minutes to come out from behind 

the front counter, sit down and talk with the surrenderer can 

make a world of difference in not only understanding the be-

havior of the dog, but also understanding the real reasons be-

hind giving up a dog.  If you ask for a one-line reason why 

someone is giving up their dog, you‟ll get a one-line reason. 

“Moving” “Can‟t Keep” “Allergies” “Got Too Big” are common one

-liners, but this workshop will reveal, through actual videotaped 

surrender interviews, the real reasons people relinquish their 

dogs. 

 

Train To Adopt 

This program covers the importance of achieving and maintain-

ing quality of life for dogs in shelters.  Training, behavior modi-

fication programs, mental, behavioral and emotional stimulation 

for shelter dogs will be covered. Before deciding to hold a dog 

for adoption, a shelter must provide true quality of life for 

each dog. 

 

Humane Guideline This program carefully outlines achieving, 

maintaining, and assessing quality of life for dogs in shelters. 

Before a shelter can try to achieve a „no-kill‟ or „no-euthanasia-

of-healthy-adoptable-dogs‟, standards for behavioral and emo-

tional quality of life must be determined and met. Any kennel-

stay over two weeks in length is considered long-term kennel-

ing, and it is after two weeks that many dogs will start to dete-

riorate due to the ill effects of the kennel environment. With-

out proactive help (and sometimes despite of) dogs that start 

out as behaviorally and physically healthy can develop anxious, 

neurotic or aggressive behaviors that require on-going assess-

ments as to the humaneness of their status. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are very excited to  have Sue Sternberg come to 

Southwest Colorado  

Sue Sternberg is the founder and director of 

Rondout Valley Animals for Adoption, a local not-for-

profit open admission animal shelter in upstate New 

York. She is also the founder of the Community Ani-
mal Shelter Association (CASA), a not-for-profit 

organization dedicated to pet owner outreach, safe 

animal adoptions, and quality of life at animal shelters 

around the world.  

 

Sue is an expert in dog aggression and an innovator in 

the field of shelter dog welfare, and she develops 

programs to prevent pet relinquishment and over-

population, to match families with safe pets, and to 

help shelters attend to the mental health of the ani-

mals in their care. Training Wheels®, a mobile com-

munity outreach program, and Assess-a-Pet™, a 

method to evaluate animal temperament, are two 

popular programs developed by Sue. With over 23 

years of experience she shares her knowledge of dog 

behavior on radio and television shows, as a popular 

speaker at national humane and dog training confer-

ences, and through books and videos. 

CHOOSE FROM 1-DAY  

OR  

2-DAY WORKSHOPS  

Friday November 5th   

An Ethogram of the Dog— 

An „ethogram‟ is an inventory of behaviors common to a species. 

In this case, the ethogram is of the domestic dog, created by 

Sue after observing and filming thousands and thousands and 

hours and hours of dog behavior. This workshop is the basis for 

anyone who evaluates behavior and temperament in dogs, 

whether at the shelter or in private training consultations. 

Behaviors are broken down into small units, and multiple exam-

ples of each behavior are given, both in normal speed and in 

slow motion. Learning to read these subtle and small behaviors 

are the key to truly understanding and being able to observe 

dogs. 

 

Safe and Defensive Handling—or—How to Avoid a Dog 

Bite 

This workshop will cover how to not only observe dogs better, 

but what to do if and when being threatened, bitten or at-

tacked by a dog. The better a person is able to clearly and 

objectively observe a dog‟s behaviors, the better he or she will 

be able to avoid getting bitten. All the warning signs of a dog 

that is reaching his aggression thresholds will be shown via 

extensive video footage. Plans “A” and “B” will be described for 

the recommended actions for handling a bite or an all-out at-

tack. 

Multiple Dog Households 

This workshop concentrates on dog-dog interactions and be-

haviors as it pertains to owners with more than one dog.  Spe-

cial considerations need to be taken for owners with more than 

one dog, or owners considering adding another dog to their 

household.  Very often, dogs with difficulties interacting ap-

propriately with other strange dogs are the youngest or new-

est members of multi-dog households.  What might the reason 

for this be? In this workshop we will be detailing healthy dog-

dog interactions, healthy play, risky interactions and risky play, 

common problems associated with having more than one dog, as 

well as solutions for treating these problems. 
          COST:  

$45 PER DAY  

INCLUDES LUNCH 

 

The greatness of a nation and its moral pro-

gress can be judged by the way its  

Animals are treated.                                   Gandhi 


